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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  CHILDREN  IN  SCHOOLS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920, 

BY 

CHARLES  E.  PAGET, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Prefatory  Remarks.  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  present 
the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  Children, 
except  where  stated  otherwise,  in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools 
of  the  Administrative  County  of  Northampton,  exclusive  of  those 
situated  in  the  Urban  District  of  Kettering,  where  elementary 
education  is  administered  separately.  The  period  covered  by  the 
report  is  the  year  1920. 

It  will  be  found  that  in  some  respects  the  arrangement  of  this 
report  differs  from  those  which  have  preceded  it,  and  this  is  due  to 
the  request  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  consequence.  “  of  the 
“  growth  of  the  work  and  the  extension  of  the  scope  of  the  School 

i  __ 

“  Medical  Service  during  the  past  twelve  years.  .  .  .■  .  The 

“  Board's  main  object  indeed  in  suggesting  the  arrangement  of  the 
“  reports  in  a  particular  way  is  to  make  them  as  useful  as  possible 
“to  all  persons  and  bodies  who  are  concerned  with  or  interested 
“  in  the  School  Medical  Service,  regarded  both  as  a  local  and  as  a 
“  national  service."  I  have  endeavoured,  therefore,  to  comply 
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with  the  suggestions  submitted  by  the  Board  for  the  arrangement 
of  the  Annual  Reports  by  School  Medical  Officers,  and  am  indebted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Education  Committee  and  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  following  detailed  administrative  information 
required  : — - 

(a)  Staff.  This  was  as  follows  during  the  year  under  review  : — 

(i)  School  Medical  Officer — J.  H.  Mason,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

(ii)  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — Airs.  M.  J.  Newton,  ALB. 

(hi)  School  Dentist— Aliss  R.  G.  Halliday,  L.D.S.  (from  8th 

September,  1920). 

(iv)  School  Nurses — Sister  M.  Mason  (from  25th  October,  1920), 
and  62  part-time  Nurses  employed  under  the  Northamptonshire 
District  Nursing  Association  (from  1st  October,  1920). 

(b)  Co-ordination.  In  so  far  as  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service 
with  that  of  other  health  services,  in  respect  of  Infant  and  Child 
Welfare  under  School  age,  which  is  part* of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme  under  the  County  Council,  the  infant  record-cards 
of  all  children  coming  on  to  the  School  Registers  are  forthwith 
passed  on  from  the  Public  Health  Department  to  the  Education 
Offices  for  the  information  of  the  School  Aledical  Officers.  There 
are  at  present  no  “  Nursery  Schools." 

(c)  School  Hygiene.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  District 
Aledical  Officers  of  Health  bear  testimony  generally  to  the  fact  of 
their  having  kept  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  public  elementary 
schools  under  careful  supervision  in  their  respective  areas.  With 
respect  to  special  points,  however,  the  School  Medical  Officei 
considers  that  “  every  form  of  ventilation  is  on  tiial  in  the  various 

Schools,  but  few  of  them  are  given  a  fair  chance."  He  ascribes 
this  failure  in  part  to  the  want  of  development  of  the  “  open  air 
habit  "  in  the  Head  Teacher,  and  in  part  to  the  inefficiency  of 
warming  apparatus,  conducing  in  either  circumstance  to  the  closure 
of  windows.  Nearly  all  of  the  Schools,  nevertheless,  permit  of  a 
certain  amount  of  cross  ventilation.  The  lighting  and  warming  of 
the  Schools  varies  from  excellent  to  poor  or  unsatisfactory,  being 
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excellent  in  recently  built  Schools,  and,  in  respect  of  warming, 
especially  so  where  hot  air  propulsion  has  been  superseded  by 
radiator  heating.  The  types  of  sanitary  convenience  and  lavatories 
depend  chiefly  on  the  availability  or  otherwise  of  a  constant  public 
water  supply  and  a  sewerage  system  ;  in  any  case,  their  satisfactory 
condition  is  mainly  dependent  upon  the  supervision  which  is  given 
to  them  by  the  local  caretakers. 

(d)  Open-Air  Education.  In  all  the  new  Schools  in  the 
County,  the  aim  has  been  to  secure  approximate  open-air  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  class-rooms  by  means  of  cross  ventilation.  Real 
open-air  class-rooms  are  established,  however,  at  the  Raunds 
Council  School.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  postpone  for  the 
present  the  provision  of  a  Day  Open-air  School  at  Wellingborough, 
but  a  request  from  Irthlingborough  that  open-air  accommodation 
should  be  provided  for  the  children  attending  the  Schools  in  that 
town,  is  under  consideration. 


(e)  Physical  Training  Classes  in  Evening  Schools.  The 
number  of  these  classes  during  the  Session  exceeded  that  for  Session 
1919-20  by  two.  All  the  Centres  at  which  classes  were  held  in  the 
previous  Session  have  included  Physical  Training  in  their  curriculum, 
except  at  Aynho,  Cold  Higham,  Finedon,  and  Wilby,  where  the 
Evenrng  Schools  have  fallen  through.  New  classes  have  been 
formed  at  two  Centres.  There  are  now  34  classes  being  conducted, 
as  follows  : — For  men  and  boys  at  Brackley,  Kettering  (Stamford 
Road),  Norton  ;  for  women  and  girls  at  Desborough,  Kettering 
(Rockingham  Road)  ;  and  for  both  sexes  at  Irthlingborough, 
Rothwell,  Rushden,  and  Wellingborough.  Three  classes  for  women 
teachers  in  Dalcroze  Eurhythmies  are  being  held  at  Kettering 
(Rockingham  Road),  Rushden,  and  Wellingborough.  The  average 
attendance  per  class  works  out  at  a  little  under  13,  and  may  be 
considered  to  be  not  unsatisfactory. 


(/)  Provision  of  Meals.  No  arrangements  have  been  made 
in  regard  to  this  subject. 
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(g)  School  Baths.  There  is  no  provision  of  these.  At  the 
same  time  the  Education  Committee  arrange  Swimming  Com¬ 
petitions  each  year  for  two  Challenge  Cups  presented  by  Members  of 
the  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  medals  are  also  awarded  to  the 
winning  team.  Nine  teams  entered  for  this  competition  in  1920. 

(h)  Co-operation  of  Parents.  All  parents  are  invited  to 
attend  the  Inspections,  and  during  the  year  the  percentage  of 
parents  who  so  attended  was  62*6,  as  against  60-2  per  cent,  for  the 
year  1919,  and  48-8  per  cent,  for  the  year  1918.  The  notices  to 
parents  of  conditions  in  their  children  requiring  medical  attention 
are  now  followed  up  by  the  School  Nurses,  who  are  required  to 
report  in  due  course  as  to  the  result  obtained. 

(i)  Co-operation  of  Teachers.  The  Head  Teachers  have 
always  loyally  endeavoured  to  facilitate  the-  work  of  medical  in¬ 
spection,  and  they  see  to  the  filling  up  of  each  child's  card  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  the  inspection  in  respect  of  weight,  height,  and  vision. 
Their  work  is  now  lightened  by  the  attendance  of  the  School  Nurses 
who  prepare  the  children  at  the  inspections,  and  subsequently 
follow  up  and  report  on  the  dealing  with  defects. 

(j)  Co-operation  of  School  Attendance  Officers.  In 
regard  to  the  part  taken  by  the  School  Attendance  Officers  towards 
facilitating  the  work  of  medical  inspection,  they  arrange  for  the 
weighing  machines  to  be  at  the  schools  before  the  dates  of  inspection. 
In  the  smaller  schools,  these  Officers  do  the  actual  weighing  them¬ 
selves,  and  so  are  able  to  visit  three  or  four  schools  in  the  course  of  a 
day.  They  also  endeavour  to  secure  attendance  at  Medical  In¬ 
spection  of  children  kept  at  home  on  trivial  or  unsatisfactory 
grounds  ;  in  addition  all  such  cases  are  reported  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  through  the  Chief  School  Attendance  Officer,  and 
advice  is  given  as  to  the  best  methods  of  dealing  with  the  children. 
These  Officers  are  also  asked  to  follow  up  cases  of  children  with 
defective  vision  whose  parents  are  dilator}/  in  obtaining  the  required 
spectacles. 


Particulars  of  Children  who  were  at  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  and  Deaf  and  Dumb,  during  any  part  of  1920. 


No. 

: 

Initials 

of 

Child. 

Residence 
of  Parent  or 
,  Guardian. 

Name 

.of  . 

Institution. 

Date  of 
Entering 
Institution. 

Reaches 

16  years 
of  Age. 

Annual 
Charge 
by  Insti¬ 
tution. 

Weekly 
Contribution 
of  Parent. 

Report  upon  Case. 

Blind  Children. 

- - - 

£ 

- 

l 

Florence  E.  E. 

Hackleton . 

Royal  Institution  for 
Blind,  Birmingham. 

20—  I— 1915 

28—  6—1921 

100 

3/- 

Report  quite  satisfactory. 

2 

3 

Emily  G . 

R.  F. . 

Syresham  . 

Cogenlioe  . 

Do. 

School  for  the  Blind, 
Liverpool. 

8—10—1919 

25—10—1912 

3—10—1921 
10—  3—1921 

100 

75 

5/- 

2/6 

Left  September,  1920. 

Easily  at  the  top  of  his  Class.  Recommended 
that  he  be  sent  to  the  Royal  Normal  College. 

4 

w.  c 

Little  Weldon  . 

Do. 

7—  1—1913 

18—  7—1921 

75 

2/6 

General  knowledge  fair.  Excellent  in  hand 
work. 

5 

W.  H.  F.  L.  ... 

Stanion  . 

Do. 

24—  9—1915 

17—  2—1921 

75 

6d. 

Manual  excellent. 

6 

W.  C.  D . 

Duddington  . 

Do. 

11—  1—1916 

4—10—1925 

75 

Nil. 

Making  good  progress. 

7 

E.  N.  M . 

Rushden  . 

Do. 

12—  1—1920 

10—  9—1927 

75 

7/6 

A  good  all-round  boy. 

8 

S.  M . 

Oundle  . 

Do. 

Yorkshire  School  for 
Blind,  York. 

1  9  1 Q20 

2—  7—1925 
11—11—1921 

75 

60 

4/- 

Will  do  well 

9 

C.  A.  B . 

Bulwick  . 

27—10—1913 

2/6 

Report  not  received. 

10 

E.  S  . 

Charlton  . 

Brighton  Asylum  for 
the  Blind. 

13—  1—1914 

29—  6—1922 

60 

2/- 

Marked  progress  has  been  made. 

11 

W.  T . 

Burton  Latimer  . 

Do. 

17—  1—1914 

14—  3—1920 

60 

2/- 

Left  Easter,  1920. 

12 

A.  H.  R . 

Castle  Ashby  . 

London  Society  for 
teaching  and  training 
the  Blind. 

16—  1—1914 

5—10—1921 

80 

3/- 

Top  boy  in  his  Class. 

13 

Kate  S . 

Lowick  . 

Do. 

14—10—1914 

11—12—1921 

80 

1/- 

Has  done  well  during  the  year. 

14 

Annie  F . 

Cogenhoe  . 

Do. 

6—  1—1915 

10—  3—1924 

80 

2/6 

Has  done  well  during  the  year. 

15 

Violet  F . 

Brackley  . 

Do. 

10—  1—1920 

4—  6—1922 

80 

1/6  . 

Making  progress. 

16 

Doris  G.  A. 

Rushden  . 

Barclay  Home  for  Blind 
Girls,  Brighton. 

12—  4—1920 

4—  7—1926 

70 

3/- 

Deafness  a  great  disadvantage. 

17 

Mary,  W.  T.  ... 

I 

Deaf  and  Dumb 
Children. 

Irthlingborough  . 

Catholic  Blind  Asylum, 
Liverpool. 

* 

• 

7—  1—1920 

20—10—1930 

48 

v/- 

Is  making  good  progress  at  School  work. 

18 

S.  W . 

Silverstone  . 

Royal  Institution  for 
Deaf  and  Dumb, 
Birmingham. 

23—  3—1916 

25—  3—1925 

80 

2/6 

Making  satisfactory  progress  in  School 
Subjects. 

19 

Doris  R 

D  uston 

Do 

26  4  1916 

24—  9  1920 

80 

1/- 

Left,  Christmas,  1920. 

Is  making  satisfactory  progress. 

20 

F.  C.  S . 

Kilsby  . 

Do. 

23—  4—1917 

26—  1—1926 

80 

3/- 

21 

E.  L.  S . 

Kilsby  . 

Do. 

10—  9—1919 

20—  8—1928 

80 

3/- 

Satisfactory  progress  according  to  the  time 
he  has  been  at  School. 

09 

'  Dorothy  A.  B. 

Braunston  . 

Do. 

10—  9—1919 

30—  7—1927 

80 

3/- 

Has  begun  to  make  a  little  progress. 

23 

Florence  E  H. 

Rushden  . 

Royal  Institution  for 
Deaf  and  Dumb, 
Derby. 

18—11—1911 

. 

15—10—1920 

80 

2/6 

Left,  Christmas,  1920. 

24 

Ethel  M.  R.  ... 

Long  Buckby  . 

Do. 

11—  1—1912 

10—  2—1924 

80 

7/6 

Good  report. 

25 

Edith  R . 

Raunds  . 

Do. 

29—  8—1913 

6—  6—1922 

80 

1/- 

Very  good  report. 

26 

L.  H . 

Great  Brington  . 

Do. 

16—  3—1915 

14—10—1922 

80 

2/6 

Report  fair. 

27 

Elsie  M.  F . 

Wellingborough  . 

Do. 

10—  9—1917 

2—10—1925 

80 

10/- 

Good  report. 

28 

c.  j . . 

Harpole . 

Royal  Schools  for  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  Manchester. 

1—  5 — 191 1 

18—  4—1920 

80 

Nil. 

Left,  July,  1920. 

29 

30 

G  H 

Finedon  . 

Do. 

11 —  1—1913 

13—  2—1921 

80 

6/- 

1/- 

Good  worker,  takes  an  interest  in  everything. 
A  decided  all  round  improvement. 

G.  A.  R . 

Woodford,  Thrapston 

Do. 

7—  4—1913 

30—  9—1921 

80 

31 

L.  G . 

Grendon  . 

Do. 

17—  1—1916 

10—  7—1924 

80 

5/- 

Making  good  progress  and  gives  every 
satisfaction. 

32 

Millie  L . 

Wellingborough  . 

Do. 

30—  4—1920 

8—  6—1924 

80 

10/- 

Doing  remarkably  well. 

33 

Edith  M.  J.  ... 

Wellingborough  . 

Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution,  Brighton. 

1—  9—1916 

14 —  3—1921 

76 

Nil. 

Progressing  as  well  as  can  be  expected. 
Her  double  affliction  of  deafness  and 
semi-blindness  retards  her  progress. 

TRAINING  OF  BLIND,  Etc.  STUDENTS  (HIGHER  EDUCATION. 


No. 

Initials 

of 

Child. 

Residence 
of  Parent 
or  Guardian. 

Name 

of 

Institution. 

Date  of  Entering 
Institution  as 
Higher  Education 
Student. 

Date 

of 

Birth. 

A  nnuai 
( ’barge 
by  Insti¬ 
tution. 

Weekly 
Contribution 
of  Parent. 

Remarks. 

1 

Dorothy  L . 

Easton-on-the-Hill  ... 

Barclay  Home  for  Blind 

28—  8—1915 

2 

1—  5—1900 

49 

3/- 

Girls. 

9 

N  B 

Bulwick  . 

School  for  the  Blind, 

18—  2—1920 

2 

2—  2—1903 

45 

5/- 

Liverpool. 

6 


* 


l 


l 
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(k)  Co-operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies.  All  that  has  been 
found  necessary  under  this  heading  has  been  occasional  appeal  to 
the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  in 
chronic  cases  of  neglect,  and  such  reference  has  nearly  always 
proved  very  effectual. 

(/)  Blind,  Deaf,  and  Defective  Children.  Blind  and  Deaf 
children,  as  met  with  in  Medical  Inspection  or  brought  forward  by 
School  Attendance  Officers,  are  at  once  put  on  the  waitingdist 
of  the  suitable  Special  Schools.  So  far,  there  has  been  no  difficulty 
in  finding  vacancies,  except  in  cases  where  there  is  an  unusual 
complication  of  defects. 

Particulars  are  submitted  herewith  in  tabular  form — as  pre¬ 
viously _ showing  the  Institutional  Treatment  of  Blind  and  Deaf 

and  Dumb  children.  During  the  year,  six  new  cases  have  been 
reported  (five  Blind  and  one  Deaf  and  Dumb),  so  that  the  number 
who  were  under  treatment  during  part  or  the  whole  of  the  year  was 
33.  Two  Blind  children  and  three  Deaf  and  Dumb  children  were 
withdrawn  from  Institutions  during  the  year.  There  were  thus  28 
chddren  left  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Particulars 
are  also  given  of  two  Blind  Students  who  have  been  attending 
Institutions  under  the  Board  of  Education  Regulations  for  the 
Training  of  Blind,  etc.  Students  (Higher  Education).  Both 
of  these  students  were  previously  attending  the  Institutions  under 
the  Elementary  Education  (Blind  and  Deaf  Children)  Act. 

There  are  at  present  no  means  of  dealing  with  the  feeble¬ 
minded  children  in  the  County.  They  are  kept  in  the  Elementary 
Schools  so  long  as  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  School  routine  too 
much,  but  they  are  a  constant  source  of  worry  and  annoyance  to 
their  teachers,  and  get  little  profit  from  ordinary  school  lessons.  One 
boy  was  sent  to  the  Sandwell  Hall  Institution  during  the  year,  but 
had  to  be  withdrawn  at  Christmas  as  he  was  found  to  be  unsuitable 
for  the  School. 

Extent  of  Medical  Inspection.  During  the  year,  all  routine 
groups  of  children  have  been  inspected,  together  with  the  re¬ 
examination  of  all  special  cases.  New  special  cases  are  also  brought 
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forward  for  examination  at  the  discretion  of  each  Head  Teacher; 
Almost  every  child  attending  the  Schools  has  now  been  examined  ; 
but  a  few  missed  attendance  on  Medical  Inspection  day  and  wait 
until  the  next  routine  visit,  unless  the  Head  Teacher  considers 
earlier  examination  desirable.  The  amount  of  disturbance  of  school 
arrangements  occasioned  by  medical  inspection  is  very  small,  except 
in  the  case  of  one-room  Schools,  where  the  inspection  has  to  be 
conducted  behind  a  screen,  and  even  in  these  the  length  of  broken 
time  is  relatively  short. 

The  following  table  shows,  on  the  plan  of  previous  years,  the 
full  number  of  the  public  elementary  school  children  who  were 
newly  examined  during  the  year  1920,  arranged  in  age-groups 
irrespective  of  sex,  together  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the 
year  1919,  for  the  sake  of  comparison  : — 


(i.)  No 

of  children  newly 

1919 

examined  between  the  ages 

1920 

of 

3 

and 

4 

years,  r 

outine  inspections  ...  30 

608 

(u.) 

y  y  y  y 

4 

)  y 

5 

; ) 

„  •••  1« 

1498 

(Hi.) 

yy  yy 

5 

)  y 

6 

y  y 

„  ...2035 

2139 

(iv.) 

yy  yy 

6 

y  y 

7 

) ) 

„  ...1672 

817 

(v.) 

y  y  yy 

7 

y  y 

8 

) ) 

„  ...  408 

171 

(vi.) 

yy  yy 

8 

y  y 

9 

y ) 

„  ...  80 

2153 

(vii.) 

yy  yy 

9 

y  y 

10 

) ) 

...  37 

1 

(viii.) 

yy  yy 

10 

y  y 

11 

y ) 

...  12 

- — 

(ix.) 

yy  y  y 

11 

y  y 

12 

)  y 

„  ...  130 

94 

(X.) 

yy  yy 

12 

y  y 

13 

y  y 

„  ...2293 

2114 

(xi.) 

yy  yy 

13 

y  y 

14 

y  y 

„  478 

471 

(Xli.) 

yy  yy 

14 

y  y 

15 

y  y 

„  „  ...  20 

20 

(xiii.)  No.  of  children 

at 

all  ages 

special  inspections  579 

688 

Totals. 

. 7917 

10774 

The  distribution  of  these  scholars  in  respect  of  the  several 
Urban  and  Fural  Districts  of  the  County  is  shewn  in  the  following 
table  : — 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 

DISTRICTS. 

Routine  Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections. 

TOTALS. 

Entr 

ants. 

Intermediates 

Leavers. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Brackley  Borough 

63 

48 

20 

13 

16 

22 

4 

5 

103 

88 

191 

Daventry 

;  y 

71 

59 

23 

16 

24 

20 

15 

17 

133 

112 

245 

Higham  Ferrers 

y y 

44 

44 

4 

3 

14 

17 

4 

3 

66 

67 

133 

Desborough  Urban 

55 

66 

38 

36 

37 

43 

8 

1 

138 

146 

284 

Finedon 

) y 

87 

66 

33 

31 

5 

30 

5 

9 

130 

136 

266 

Irthlingborough 

) ) 

117 

115 

33 

35 

39 

44 

5 

9 

194 

203 

397 

Oundle 

y ) 

21 

35 

14 

28 

15 

14 

1 

1 

51 

78 

129 

Raunds 

y  y 

66 

50 

25 

30 

37 

30 

6 

— 

134 

110 

244 

Roth  well 

y  y 

88 

69 

30 

40 

36 

51 

17 

15 

171 

175 

346 

Rushden 

y  y 

111 

107 

70 

66 

86 

81 

7 

15 

274 

269 

543 

W  ellingb  orough 

y  y 

219 

236 

92 

126 

183 

151 

30 

46 

524 

559 

1083 

Brackley  Rural 

137 

94 

50 

46 

56 

66 

12 

14 

255 

220 

475 

Brixworth 

y  y 

175 

162 

65 

67 

92 

72 

59 

54 

391 

355 

746 

Crick 

)  y 

36 

34 

11 

12 

18 

19 

6 

4 

71 

69 

140 

Daventry 

y  y 

9  64 

282 

93 

86 

127 

129 

30 

41 

514 

538 

1052 

Easton-on- the-Hill 

>  y 

19 

14 

9 

5 

9 

6 

2 

4 

39 

29 

68 

Gretton 

y  y 

21 

18 

4 

14 

8 

10 

- — - 

1 

33 

43 

76 

Hardings  tone 

y  y 

153 

125 

45 

36 

50 

60 

7 

15 

255 

236 

491 

Kettering 

y  y 

197 

162 

100 

94 

103 

83 

22 

24 

422 

363 

785 

Middleton  Cheney 

y  y 

58 

53 

22 

17 

24 

24 

1 

4 

105 

98 

203 

Northampton 

y  y 

89 

83 

27 

22 

51 

57 

6 

3 

173 

165 

338 

Oundle 

y  y 

70 

71 

50 

41 

55 

42 

15 

13 

190 

167 

357 

Oxendon 

y  y 

34 

35 

28 

17 

22 

24 

1 

7 

85 

83 

168 

Potterspury 

y  y 

77 

40 

24 

17 

23 

30 

6 

4 

130 

91 

221 

Thrapston 

y  y 

158 

146 

81 

57 

82 

84 

20 

19 

341 

306 

647 

Towcester 

y  y 

40 

36 

12 

15 

20 

24 

7 

4 

79 

79 

158 

Wellingb  orough 

y  y 

270 

244 

90 

90 

116 

118 

25 

35 

501 

487 

988 

Totals . 

2740 

2494 

1093 

1060 

1348 

1351 

321 

367 

5502 

5272 

5234 

2153 

2699 

688 

10774 
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Heights  and  Weights.  Tables  VII.  and  VIII.  at  the  end  of  this 
Report  set  out  the  facts  as  to  heights  and  weights  of  the  children 
examined  during  the  year  1920,  in  respect  of  public  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  respectively.  At  almost  every  age,  and  uniformly 
at  the  highest  ages  in  both  sexes,  in  the  former  schools,  there  is 
shown  to  be  increased  average  weight  as  compared  with  the 
previous  three  years  ;  this  may  be  taken  as  fairly  indicative  of 
the  benefit  of  lessened  food  restriction,  and  may  be  expected  to  be 
maintained  in  the  immediate  future. 

Findings  of  Medical  Inspection.  Tables  II.  and  VI.,  as  drawn 
up  by  the  Board  of  Education,  must  be  read  together  in  supplement 
to  each  other  ;  it  has  appeared  to  be  unnecessary  to  continue  the 
more  detailed  Table  VII.  of  my  previous  reports,  in  addition  to 
Table  VI.  as  now  drawn  up  b}^  the  Board. 

(a)  Nutritiqn.  The  figures  for  malnutrition  are  given  in 
Table  VI.  as  449  ;  but  these  are  intended  to  represent  448  cases  in 
which  nutrition  was  reckoned  as  below  normal,  and  only  one  case 
which  was  entered  as  bad  nutrition.  Good  and  normal  nutrition 
was  at  the  rate  of  95-55  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined,  as  against 
94-1  per  cent,  in  the  year  1919. 

( b )  Uncleanliness.  The  figures  for  cleanliness  in  the  year 
under  review  are  less  good  than  for  the  preceding  year,  being  90-53 
per  cent,  for  cleanliness  of  head  as  against  91-77  per  cent,  in  1919, 
and  93-46  per  cent,  for  cleanliness  of  body  as  against  95-46  per  cent, 
in  1919.  It  is  certainly  to  be  hoped  that  the  bringing  in  of  School 
Nurses  to  carry  out  the  work  of  following  up  after  medical  inspection 
will  have  some  clear  manifestation  of  utility  in  the  future  ;  the 
figures  for  the  year  are  higher  than  they  ought  to  be,  and  it  is  most 
unsatisfactory  that  there  should  have  been  a  rate  of  15-5  per  cent, 
of  uncleanly  heads  among  the  girl  leavers,  as  compared  with  13-0 
per  cent,  in  1919,  and  12-4  per  cent,  in  4918. 

Nose  and  Throat.  It  was  found  that  there  was  absence  of 
defect  only  in  79-45  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined,  as  against 
80-64  per  cent,  in  1919,  and  that  this  freedom  amounted  to  only 
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83-73  per  cent,  among  the  leavers  as  compared  with  85-66  per  cent, 
in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  too  of  mouth  breathers  was 
higher,  being  7-77  per  cent,  as  against  6-33  per  cent.  On  reference 
to  Section  C.  of  Table  IV.,  it  will  be  seen  that  280  cases  of  defects 
of  nose  and  throat  were  referred  for  treatment,  of  which  151  cases 
had  received  treatment  before  the  end  of  the  year.  1  have  repeat- 
edfy  urged  that  regular  breathing  exercises  should  form  part  of 
physical  education  in  the  schools,  as  such  exercises  have  an  excellent 
tendency  to  the  clearing  up  of  slight  naso-pharyngeal  defects. 

Tuberculosis.  The  amount  of  tuberculosis  among  the 
children  was  not  large,  being  only  0-7  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
examined  ;  of  the  whole  number  of  72,  only  thirteen  were  definite 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  while  five  were  non-pulmonary, 
the  balance  of  cases  being  recorded  as  merely  suspected  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs.  Children  excluded  from  school  on  account  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  are  kept  under  observation,  and  from  time  to  time  referred 
to  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  County  Council  for  his 
judgment  as  to  their  fitness  for  school  work  ;  they  are  only  re¬ 
admitted  to  school  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Council’s  Officer. 

Skin  Disease.  The  total  percentage  of  freedom  from  skin 
disease  amounted  to  98-93  of  the  children  examined  ;  there  were 
no  cases  of  ringworm  among  the  leavers,  and  only  three  of  scabies 
and  twelve  of  impetigo  in  the  same  group  of  children. 

External  Eye  Disease  The  rate  of  freedom  from  external 
eve  disease  was  particularly  good,  being  98-86  of  the  total  number 
of  children  examined;  there  were  indeed  only  115  cases  of  any 
form  of  such  disease,  including  blepharitis,  conjunctivitis,  and 
corneal  opacities. 

Ear  Disease  and  Hearing.  Much  the  same  is  to  be  said 
under  this  heading,  the  immunity  from  serious  disease  of  the  ear 
being  99-38  per  cent.,  while  hearing  was  pronounced  as  normal  in 
99-80  per  cent,  of  the  children  who  were  examined. 
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Vision.  On  reference  to  Table  VI.  it  will  be  seen  that  448 
children  on  routine  inspections  were  referred  for  refraction  or  to  be 
kept  under  observation  in  respect  of  their  vision.  The  number  of 
children  so  examined  was  4,852,  i.e.,  the  intermediate  group  with 
the  leavers,  and  the  total  proportion  of  normal  vision  amounted  to 
77*47  per  cent.  It  will  be  noticed,  however,  on  reference  to  Table 
IV.,  Section  B.,  that  the  total  number  of  children  referred  for 
refraction  during  the  year  was  793  ;  this  total  was  inclusive  of  other 
than  routine  cases,  namely,  special  cases  and  re-examinations. 

During  the  year,  the  School  Medical  Officer  conducted  defective 
vision  examinations  at  the  following  centres  : — Banbury  (1  visit), 
Brackley  (2),  Daventry  (3),  Desborough  (1),  Kettering  (4),  Kings 
Cliffe  (1),  Market  Harborough  (2),  Northampton  (13),  Oundle  (1), 
Raunds  (2),  Rush  den  (2),  Thrapston  (2),  Towcester  (1),  Welling¬ 
borough  (10),  Woodford  Halse  (1).  Dr.  Mason  writes  : — “  New 
“  cases  examined  during  the  year  numbered  513,  four  of  these  being 
“  re-examined  during  that  period,  whilst  156  other  children  were 
“re-examined  on  account  of  their  vision  being  unsatisfactory,  or 
“  spectacle  frames  being  too  small.  Of  the  re-examinations  (77 
“  boys  and  79  girls),  105  were  hypermetropic  (65  astigmatic),  and 
“  36  myopic  (23  astigmatic),  9  being  cases  of  mixed  astigmatism, 
“  and  6  were  cases  of  defects  other  than  errors  of  refraction.  Of 
“  the  new  cases  (228  boys  and  285  girls),  100  (49  boys  and  51  girls) 
“  were  under  six  years  of  age,  254  (114  and  140)  between  the  ages 
“  of  seven  and  ten  years,  and  159  (62  and  97)  were  over  eleven  years 
“  of  age.  A  large  number  in  the  last  group  were  cases  of  serious 
"  defect  which  had  been  missed  during  the  earlier  years  of  school 
“  life,  in  spite  of  my  yearly  effort  to  get  all  children  over  six  3/ears 
“  of  age  tested  by  means  of  the  test  types.  Many  children  with  6/9 
“  vision  are  found  with  quite  a  high  degree  of  far  sight,  which,  as 
“  the  child  takes  on  smaller  and  more  particular  eye- work,  leads 
“  to  eye-strain  or  to  nervous  strain  of  which  the  cause  is  not  recog- 
“  nised  at  first,  though  school  work  is  blamed.” 

The  different  defects  among  the  new  cases  were  as  follows  : — 
Hypermetropia — 370  (187  being  astigmatic). 


Myopia — 56  (24  being  astigmatic). 

Mixed  Astigmatism — -20. 

There  were  also  51  cases  with  dissimilar  defects  in  the  two  eyes, 
of  which  50  eyes  were  hypermetropic,  10  myopic,  and  38  had  mixed 
astigmatism — 4  being  emmetropic. 

Other  conditions  found  were  as  follows  : — 


Asthenopia  (with  Emmetropia)  . 11 

Spasm  of  Accommodation .  5 

Irregular  Astigmatism  .  2 

Coloboma  of  Choroid  .  1 

Posterior  Polar  Cataract  .  2 

Hyalitis  .  1 

Leucoma  .  2 

Chronic  Keratitis  (with  Opacity)  .  4 


Dental  Defect.  The  proportion  of  sound  teeth  found  among 
the  scholars  during  the  year  amounted  to  only  3T85  per  cent.,  as 
against  32*42  per  cent,  in  1919  ;  the  rate  for  leavers  was  also  so  low 
as  34*38  per  cent,  as  against  35*88  per  cent,  in  the  preceding  year. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  improvement  in  such  latter  proportions  will 
be  the  outcome  of  the  scheme  for  dental  treatment  adopted  by  the 
Committee  under  date  the  25th  September,  1920. 

Crippling  Defects.  Actual  physical  deformities  were  detected 
in  101  children  of  the  10,086  examined,  amounting  therefore  to  TO 
per  cent,  of  the  total,  as  against  T16  per  cent,  in  1919.  Crippling 
defects  arising  from  organic  disease  were  less  marked  in  respect  of 
the  heart  and  circulation  than  in  recently  preceding  years  ;  the 
rate  for  organic  disease  of  the  heart  was  T66  per  cent,  as  against 
2*14  per  cent,  in  1919,  and  there  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
rate  for  anaemia  among  leavers  at  0*67  per  cent,  as  against  2*6  per 
cent,  in  1919,  T97  per  cent,  in  1918,  and  4*35  per  cent,  in  1917. 
The  amount  of  Rickets  noted  did  not  amount  to  more  than  0*40  per 
cent,  of  the  total  children  examined,  or  disability  from  disease  of 
the  nervous  system — inclusive  of  epilepsy  and  chorea — to  more 
than  0*19  per  cent. 
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Infectious  Disease.  The  Head  Teacher  of  every  school  is 
supplied  with  a  clearly  drawn  up  card  of  information  as  to  Infectious 
Diseases  in  Schools,  giving  directions  as  to  the  detection  of  early 
signs  and  symptoms  of  such  diseases,  and  the  periods  of  exclusion 
from  school  of  children  suffering  from  these  diseases  and  of  those 
who  are  merely  contacts.  Exclusions  of  children  are  notified  to  the 
School  Medical  Officer  weekly.  During  the  year  1920,  Schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  as 
follows  : — Measles,  59  schools,  Mumps  6,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Whooping 
Cough  15,  Diphtheria  4,  and  Chicken-pox  2. 

Following  Up.  Arrangements  have  now  been  made  with  the 
Northamptonshire  District  Nursing  Association  whereby  the  Nurses 
attached  to  the  Association  are  available  for  the  purposes  of  School 
Nursing.  The  scheme  was  brought  into  operation  at  the  beginning 
of  October,  and  appears  to  be  working  satisfactorily.  At  the  present 
time,  there  are  sixty  District  Nurses  doing  the  work  of  School 
Nursing,  besides  the  one  whole-time  Nurse  attached  to  the  Staff 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  and,  in  addition,  two  Emergency 
Nurses  from  the  Staff  of  the  Nursing  Association  are  set  aside  for 
employment  in  areas  where  there  are  no  District  Nurses,  or  in  which 
the  Committees  of  local  Nursing  Associations  refuse  to  work  under 
the  scheme.  For  the  Urban  Districts  of  Wellingborough,  Higham 
Ferrers,  and  Rushden,  the  Education  Committee  have  appointed 
a  whole-time  Nurse  who  took  up  duty  on  25th  October,  1920. 
During  practically  the  whole  of  the  period  between  that  date  and 
the  end  of  the  year,  this  Nurse  has  been  engaged  with  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer  and  the  School  Dentist  in  their  inspections 
at  Rushden  and  Wellingborough.  The  Park  Street  School  Clinic 
at  Wellingborough  has  been  fitted  up  now  for  minor  ailments 
treatment,  and  it  is  proposed  that  the  Alfred  Street  School  Clinic 
at  Rushden  shall  be  similarly  fitted  up.  The  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  work  of  the  School  Nurses  during  the  last  three  months  of 
the  year 

1. — No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  (other  than  attendances  with 


School  Medical  Officer)  . *....  705 

2.— No.  of  Children  inspected  at  School . 24,612 
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3.  — No.  of  Visits  paid  to  Homes  of  Children .  3,623 

4.  — No.  of  Children  kept  under  Observation  .  4,761 

5.  — Analysis  of  No.  4.  : — 

Cleanliness  and  Clothing  .  3,286 

Heart  and  Lungs . . .  110 

Eyes  and  Ears .  236 

Nose  and  Throat  .  298 

Nutrition  and  Deformity  .  155 

Teeth  .  558 

Other  Defects  .  118 


I  append  herewith  the  Scheme  for  School-Nursing  which  was 
adopted  during  the  year,  together  with  the  instructions  as  to  the 
duties  of  the  Nurses  : — 

Scheme  for  School  Nursing  by  the  Northamptonshire  District 
Nursing  Association. 

1. — The  Scheme  shall  not  operate  in  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Higham  Ferrers,  Rushden,  and  Wellingborough,  in  which  Districts 
the  Education  Committee  will  employ  a  full-time  Nurse  or  Nurses 
attached  to  the  School  Medical  Officer's  Staff. 

2.  — The  nursing  in  other  areas  covered  by  affiliated  Associations 
shall  be  performed  by  the  District  Nurses,  subject  to  the  consent  of 
the  Local  Committees  ;  the  nursing  of  Midwifery  and  Maternity 
cases  to  take  precedence  of  School  Nursing. 

3.  — The  County  Association  will  provide  School  Nursing  in 
areas  in  which  there  are  no  District  Nurses,  or  which  are  covered  by 
unaffiliated  Associations,  or  in  which  the  Committees  of  affiliated 
Associations  refuse  to  work  under  the  Scheme,  either  by  the  agency 
of  the  Nurses  of  adjoining  areas,  or  by  the  empktyment  of  Nurses 
from  the  emergency  staff,  which  the  Association  contemplate 
increasing  by  two  partly  for  this  purpose,  but  partly  also  for  the 
other  work  of  the  Association.  These  arrangements  shall  not 
prejudice  any  agreement  which  may  be  arrived  at  through  the 


County  Association,  or  them  failing,  through  the  Medical  Inspection 
and  Treatment  Sub-Committee,  with  the  unaffiliated  Associations 
for  the  performance  of  the  work  of  School  Nursing  in  their  areas  by 
those  Associations  on  terms  agreed  with  the  County  Association 
or  the  County  Education  Committee  as  the  case  may  be. 

4.  — The  Emergency  Nurses  may  be  employed,  when  necessary 
in  special  cases,  in  those  areas  in  which  there  are  resident  Nurses. 

5.  — Only  those  local  Associations  which  agree  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  the  County  Association  as  to  the  work  of  the  Nurses 
in  connection  with  School  Nursing  shall  be  included  in  this  Scheme. 

6.  — The  County  Association  shall  nominate  five  members  to 
serve  on  the  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Education  Committee.  The  Medical  Inspection  and  Treat¬ 
ment  Sub-Committee  will  supervise  the  working  of  the  Scheme,  will 
investigate  complaints  and  will  make  recommendations  to  the 
Education  Committee  and  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
District  Nursing  Association. 

7. — The  general  “Instructions  to  Nurses”  shall  be  settled  by  the 
Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  Sub-Committee  and  within  the 
terms  of  those  instructions  directions  will  be  given  from  time  to 
time  to  individual  Nurses  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  or  the 
Assistant  or  Special  Medical  Officers.  Complaints  made  by,  or  in 
respect  of  Nurses,  in  so  far  as  they  cannot  be  disposed  of  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  and  the  County  Superintendent  of  Nurses, 
shall  be  referred  to  the  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  Sub- 
Committee. 

8. - — The  Education  Committee  shall  pay  to  the  Northampton¬ 
shire  District  Nursing  Association  the  sum  of  9d.  per  head  on  the 
average  number  of  school  children  on  the  registers  in  those  Schools 
covered  by  Nursing  Associations,  and  at  the  rate  of  1/-  per  head  in 
respect  of  the  children  attending  Schools  in  districts  not  covered, 
in  consideration  of  nursing  being  provided  for  the  children  of  those 


17 


Schools.  Payments  shall  be  made  half-yearly  and  shall  be  on  the 
basis  of  the  average  number  on  the  registers  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  the  previous  31st  March. 

9-  — Che  County  Association  shall  render  to  the  Education 
Committee  a  half-yearly  return  of  the  number  of  visits  paid  under 
the  Scheme  and  the  number  of  scholars  nursed  when  referred  for 
treatment. 

10-  — The  Scheme  shall  operate  in  the  first  instance  for  a  period 
of  one  year  and  subsequently  either  the  Education  Committee  or 
the  County  Nursing  Association  shall  have  power  to  withdraw  at 
any  time  by  either  party  giving  to  the  other  six  months'  notice  in 
writing. 

Duties  of  Nurses  in  respect  of  School  Nursing. 

T  The  Nurses  will  visit  Schools  at  the  time  of  the  School 
Medical  Officers'  visits,  including  the  visits  of  "the  School  Dentist 
or  of  any  other  special  Officer,  and  to  help  as  required.  .Verbal 
instructions  will  be  given  to  the  Nurses  and  these  will  be  followed 
by  official  notification  in  writing. 

T  Che  Nurses  will  visit  the  homes  of  all  children  requiring 
treatment  within  ten  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  aboye-mentioned 
notification  in  order  to  explain  the  child's  condition,  to  give  simple 
treatment  where  necessary,  or  to  urge  the  parents  to  seek  skilled 
advice. 

*T  Che  Nurses  will  return  the  official  notification  with  a  note 
of  the  action  taken  in  each  case  and  the  result  to  the  School  Medical 
Department  through  the  County  Superintendent  of  Nurses  within 
one  month  after  receipt  of  the  same. 

T  the  Nurses  will  deal  similarly  with  such  subsequent  noti¬ 
fications  as  may  be  sent. 


18 


5. — The  Nurses  will  visit  each  School  not  less  than  once  a 
month  and  will  see  any  case  as  desired  by  the  Head  Teacher.  So 
far  as  possible  the}^  will  visit  at  the  Head  Teacher’s  request  in 
special  cases. 

6.  — Under  the  Scheme  for  dealing  with  uncleanly  conditions, 
the  Nurses  will  visit  the  homes  of  the  children  without  delay,  to 
advise  the  parents  and  to  see  that  the  treatment  is  carried  out  and 
will  continue  visits  at  short  intervals  as  may  be  necessary  until  the 
conditions  are  overcome. 

7. — The  Nurses  will  instruct  children  and  parents  in  personal 
and  domestic  hygiene  as  opportunity  occurs. 

8.  _ The  Nurses  will  report  the  visits  paid  and  work  done  under 

the  School  Nursing  Scheme  on  the  forms  provided  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Nurses  monthly,  and  will  make  such  other  special 
reports  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  required. 

Medical  Treatment.  Provision,  as  already  indicated,  is  now 
made  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  at  the  Clinic  at  Welling¬ 
borough,  and  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  enlarged  Tonsils 
and  Adenoids  treated  where  the  local  medical  practitioner  concurs 
with  the  diagnosis  of  the  School  Medical  Officers.  A  certain  number 
of  these  last-named  cases  are  treated  in  the  General  Hospitals,  and 
during  the  year  4T4  per  cent,  of  the  defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 
referred  for  treatment  did  receive  operative  treatment.  Children 
who  are  kept  away  from  School  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  are 
generally  under  the  supervision  of  the  Tuberculoses  Officer  at  the 
Dispensaries  or  else  are  undergoing  treatment  in  a  Sanatorium.  As 
already  pointed  out,  their  continued  exclusion  from  School  is  brought 
under  review  from  time  to  time  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the 
instance  of  the  Education  Committee.  With  regard  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Visual  Defects,  it  is  reported  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
that  in  59  of  the  new  cases  examined  during  the  year,  it  was  not 
considered  advisable  to  order  glasses  to  be  worn,  and  in  47  of  the 
re-examined  cases  no  change  was  ordered.  Four  children  left 
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school  before  obtaining  spectacles.  Of  the  remainder,  all  except 
50  had  paid  for  the  necessary  spectacles  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
since  then  most  of  these  have  made  the  required  payments.  During 
the  year,  549  pairs  of  spectacles  were  ordered,  certain  of  these  being 
in  respect  of  children  who  were  examined  prior  to  1920.  The 
Committee  granted  assistance  towards  the  provision  of  spectacles 
in  16  cases,  whilst  in  some  other  instances,  Boards  of  Guardians 
assisted  to  this  end.  For  the  more  certain  treatment  of  Dental 
Defects,  the  Education  Committee  appointed  a  School  Dentist — 
Miss  R.  G.  Hallidav,  L.D.S. — who  commenced  duties  in  September, 
1920.  A  Summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  period  September 
to  December,  1920,  will  be  found  in  Table  IV. D.,  the  whole  of  the 
work  being  in  connection  with  the  Wellingborough  and  Rushden 
Schools.  In  addition  to  the  inspections  by  the  School  Dentist, 
the  School  Medical  Officers  referred  for  treatment  191  children  with 
defective  teeth,  of  whom  103  obtained  treatment  by  private  dentists. 
The  Scheme  for  Dental  Treatment,  as  approved  by  the  Education 
Committee  under  date  the  25th  September,  1920,  is  herewith 
appended : — 

Scheme  for  Dental  Treatment. 

1.  — The  Dentist  will  visit  the  Schools,  making  the  place  where 
there  is  a  Clinic  the  Operation  Centre,  and  inspect,  in  the  first  )/ear, 
all  children  of  six  and  seven  years  of  age,  together  with  an}/  older 
children  whose  parents  desire  treatment  by  the  School  Dentist.  In 
subsequent  }/ears  children  of  six  years  of  age  will  be  inspected, 
together  with  those  who  have  been  examined  in  previous  years,  so 
that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  all  children  will  be  under  review 
annuall}/.  At  the  inspections  it  may  also  be  arranged  for  the  School 
Dentist  to  undertake  necessarv  minor  extractions. 

2.  — Children  who  are  found  to  be  in  need  of  it  will  be  offered 
treatment  by  the  School  Dentist  at  the  most  convenient  Centre. 

3.  — The  Schools  at  which  the  Committee  have  established 
Clinics  are  at  Brackley,  Daventry,  Oundle,  Rushden,  and  Welling¬ 
borough.  It  is  expected  that  the  Clinics  belonging  to  adjoining 
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Local  Authorities  will  also  be  used.  In  cases  where  it  is  difficult 
for  children  to  attend  at  a  Clinic  Centre  for  treatment,  the  School 
Dentist  will  undertake  the  treatment  at  the  School,  a  portable 
chair,  etc.,  being  provided  for  this  purpose. 

4.  — The  School  Dentist,  in  the  inspections  at  the  Schools  and 
the  treatment  at  the  Clinics,  will  be  assisted  by  the  School  Nurse. 
When  necessary,  a  School  Medical  Officer  will  attend  at  the  treat¬ 
ment  centre  to  act  as  Anaesthetist. 

5.  — The  examinations  at  the  Schools  will  be  without  cost  to 
the  parents,  but  a  charge  in  accordance  with  the  scale  set  out  below 
will  be  made  for  treatment  at  a  Clinic.  Parents,  however,  who  are 
unable  to  avail  themselves  of  these  arrangements  at  their  own  cost 
may  make  application  for  assistance. 

6. - — Scale  of  Charges  : — 

Extractions  with  Local  Anaesthetic— 1/-  for  the  first 
tooth,  and  6d.  for  each  additional  tooth,  with  a 
maximum  of  2/6  per  child. 

With  General  Anaesthetic — 5/-  per  child. 

Fillings — 1/-  for  each  tooth,  with  a  maximum  of  3/-  per 
child. 

Scaling — 6d.  per  child. 

7. - — A  dental  chair  will  be  fixed  at  the  larger  Clinics — Rushden 
and  Wellingborough — whilst  for  the  smaller  Clinics  a  portable  chair 
will  be  provided.  The  smaller  apparatus  will  be  carried  from  Clinic 
to  Clinic. 

8.  — The  Education  Committee  will  undertake  the  supply  of 
tooth  brushes  to  Schools  at  a  cost  of  8d.  each. 

It  has  only  to  be  added  that  the  following  are  the  numbers 
referred  for  treatment  and  actually  treated  in  respect  of  “  Other 
Defects  ”  as  shown  in  Table  V.  : — 
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Enlarged  Glands . 

Deformity  . 

Referred 

for 

Treatment 

. .  19  ... 

.  48 

Treated 

14 

35 

Chest . 

50 

Anaemia  . 

.  13 

13 

Heart  . . . 

.  8 

8 

Nervous  System  . 

9 

2 

143  ...  122 


Secondary  School  Inspections.  68  boys  at  the  Kettering 
Grammar  School,  and  151  girls  at. the  Kettering  and  Wellingborough 
High  Schools  were  examined  during  the  year.  In  addition,  there 
were  60  re-examinations  of  boys  and  72  of  girls. 


Normal  Vision  was  present  in  76-47  per  cent,  of  the  boys,  and 
88-74  per  cent,  of  the  girls,  as  against  84-12  and  82-54  per  cent, 
respectively  for  the  year  1919.  There  was  no  case  of  Squint,  but 
four  cases  of  External  Eye  Disease  were  recorded — two  boys  and 
two  girls. 

In  respect  of  Teeth,  33  or  48-53  per  cent,  of  the  boys,  had  less 
than  four  decayed,  and  16  or  23-53  per  cent.,  four  or  more  decayed, 
as  against  44  or  29-13  per  cent.,  and  30  or  19-86  per  cent,  respec¬ 
tively  among  the  girls.  85  children  were  noted  as  having  unclean 
teeth. 

Uncleanliness  of  the  head  (nits  only)  was  found  among  20  of 
the  girls  examined. 

As  regards  Nutrition,  there  was  no  case  recorded  as  bad,  and 
only  five  cases  as  being  below  normal— two  boys  and  three  girls. 

In  respect  of  other  defects,  the  numbers  for  boys  and  girls 
respectively  were  : — 
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CASES. 

BOYS.  GIRLS. 


Organic  Heart  Disease  .  3  4 

Functional  Heart  Disease  . 0  1 

Anaemia  .  0  4 

Lung  Diseases .  1  2 

Deformities  . 1  4 

Tonsils,  slightly  enlarged  . 3  7 

Tonsils,  much  enlarged .  1  3 

Adenoids,  slightly  enlarged  .  0  4 

Mouth  Breathers  .  3  6 


The  statistics  as  to  Treatment  are  as  follows 


CIRCULARS  TREATED. 

ISSUED.  PRIVATELY.  S.M.O. 


Vision. . . . . 

.  30 

11 

Teeth  . . . 

.  76 

38 

Deformity  . 

. .  1 

1 

Tonsils  . . 

.  3 

3 

Anaemia 

. .  1 

1 

Impetigo  . 

.  1 

1 

Enlarged  Glands  ... 

1 

1 

One  child 

was  noted  with  two 

defects. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  other  Secondary  Schools  than  those 
medically  inspected  during  1920  will  come  in  for  similar  visitation 
during  the  current  year.  Examinations  so  far  have  been  made  at 
the  beginning  of  each  term,  and  new  entrants  and  other  special 
cases  have  been  seen.  Treatment  for  Secondary  School  Children 
has  been  carried  out  on  the  same  lines  as  for  Elementary  School 
Children,  and  a  certain  number  have  obtained  spectacles  under  the 
Committee’s  Scheme. 

CHARLES  E.  PAGET, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


County  Hall, 

Northampton,  * 
April,  1921, 
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TABLE  I. — Number  of  Children  Inspected  1st  January,  1920,  to 

31st  December,  1920. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Apr 

ENTRANTS. 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Boys  . 

319 

801 

1095 

443 

82 

2740 

Girls  . 

289 

697 

1044 

■ 

374 

90 

2494 

Totals  . 

608 

1498 

2139 

817 

172 

5234 

Age. 

Inter¬ 

mediate 

Group. 

LEAVERS. 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

8 

12 

13 

14 

Boys  ... 
Girls  . . . 

1093 

1060 

1077 

1037 

218 

253 

8 

12 

45 

49 

2441 

2411 

5181 

4905 

Totals  ... 

2153 

2114 

471 

 .  - 

20 

94 

4852 

10086 

B.—  SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Special  Cases. 

Re-Examinations  (i.e., 

No.  of  Children 
Re-examined). 

Boys  ... 

321 

1058 

Girls 

367 

1112 

Totals  ... 

688 

2170 

C.— TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  BY 
THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  WHETHER  AS  ROUTINE  OR  SPECIAL 
CASES  (no  Child  being  counted  more  than  once  in  one  Year). 


NO.  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  INSPECTED. 


12610 
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TABLE  II. — Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical 

Inspection  in  1920. 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE 


(1) 

Malnutrition 
Uncleanliness — Head 
Body 

Ringworm—  -Head 
j  Body 

Skin  .  j  Scabies  . 

Impetigo  . 

Other  Diseases 

men  Tubercular) 

Blepharitis  . 

Conjunctivitis  . 

Keratitis  . 

Eye  .  j  Corneal  Ulcer  . 

j  Corneal  Opacities 

j  Defective  Vision  . 

j  Squint  . 

'Other  Conditions  . 

(  Defective  Hearing  . . . 

Ear  .  -  Otitis  Media  . 

j  Other  Ear  Diseases  . . . 

I  Enlarged  Tonsils  . 

j  Adenoids . 

'  Enlarged  Tonsils  and 

I  Adenoids . 

(.Other  Conditions  . 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tubercular)  . 

Defective  Speech  . 


ROUTINE 

INSPECTIONS.  !  SPECIALS. 


Number 

! 

Number 

requiring 

requiring 

to  be 

to  be 

Number 

kept 

Number 

kept 

referred 

under 

referred 

under 

for 

obser- 

for 

obser- 

Treat- 

vation, 

Treat- 

vation, 

rnent. 

but  not 

ment. 

but  not 

referred 

referred 

for 

for 

Treat- 

Treat- 

.  ment. 

ment. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

3 

... 

16 

0 

•  *  • 

5 

8 

"6 

1 

3 

7 

*5 

2 

3 

13 

5 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

6 

5 

5 

5 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

"l 

... 

319 

46 

217 

13 

72 

11 

11 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

... 

2 

1 

3 

9 

1 

5 

2 

7 

3 

... 

101 

42 

14 

— 

80 

23 

19 

6 

44 

22 

2 

2 

•  ,  • 

2 

1 

10 

7 

1 

... 

6 

1 

... 

Nose 

AND 

Throat 


TABLE  II. — • continued . 


ROUTINE 

inspections. 

SPEC 

IALS. 

1  Number 

Number 

requiring 

requiring 

to  be 

to  be 

Number 

kept 

Number 

kept 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

referred 

under 

referred 

under 

for 

obser- 

for 

obser- 

Treat- 

vation. 

Treat- 

vation, 

ment. 

but  not 

ment. 

but  not 

referred 

referred 

for 

for 

Treat- 

Treat- 

ment. 

ment. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

/  Heart  Disease — 

Heart  and 

!  Organic  . 

4 

131 

2 

9 

Circulation 

!  Functional  . 

2 

‘  Anaemia  . 

5 

6 

5 

1 

I  Bronchitis  . 

5 

i 

6 

1 

1 

Lungs  . 

Other  Non-Tubercular 

(  Diseases  . 

4 

119 

1 

26 

Pulmonary — - 

Definite  . 

5 

9 

2 

6 

Suspected  . 

25 

26 

1 

2 

Non-Pulmonary — - 

Tuber- 

Glands . 

3 

culosis  .  ' 

Spine  . 

Hip  . 

1 

1 

Other  Bones  &  Joints 

... 

I 

Skin  . 

Other  Forms  . 

... 

5 

.  .  . 

Nervous 

Epilepsy  . 

6 

6 

System  . 

Chorea . 

i 

8 

3 

Other  Conditions  . 

... 

2 

'  Pickets  . 

l 

5 

Deformities  - 

Spinal  Curvature  . 

5 

7 

3 

2 

Other  Forms  . 

16 

52 

12 

7 

Other  Defects 

and  Diseases  . 

7 

5 

... 

3 

Number  of  Individual  Children 

having  Defects  which  required  Treat- 

ment  or  to  be  kept  under  Observation 

732 

572 

307 

133 

TABLE  III. — Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area  in  1920. 


TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS. 
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TABLE  VI.— Summary  relating  to  Children  Medically  Inspected  at 
the  Routine  Inspections  during  the  year  1920. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  at  the 

routine  inspections  .  10086 


(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from — - 

Malnutrition  . 

Skin  Disease  . „ . 

Defective  Vision  (including  Squint)  . 

Eye  Disease  . 

Defective  Hearing  . 

Ear  Disease  . 

Nose  and  Throat  Disease  . 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands,  (non-tubercular)  . 

Defective  Speech  . 

Dental  Disease  . 

Heart  Disease — Organic  . 

Functional  . 

Anaemia  . 

Lung  Disease  (non-tubercular)  . 

Tuberculosis- Pulmonary  (Definite  . 

1  Suspected . 

Non-pulmonary  . 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System  . 

Deformities  . 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  . 


449 

108 

448 

115 

20 

62 

2072 

3 

77 

6874 

167 

13 

38 

255 

13 

54 

5 

19 

101 


(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects  (other 
than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  footgear)  who 
require  to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred  for 
treatment)  . .  575 


(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for 

treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.)...  884 

(5)  The  number  of  children  in  (4)  who  received  treatment 
for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  etc.) 


632 


TABLE  VII 


NO. 

EXAM¬ 

INED. 

AVERAGE  HEIGHT 

AVERAGE  WEIGHT 

AGES. 

English 

(inches) 

Metric 

(centimetres) 

English 

(lbs.) 

Metric 

(Kilos). 

COMBINED 

URBAN  DISTRICTS  : 

BOYS. 

3 —  4  years  of  age . 

117 

37 

94-0 

334 

15-1 

4  -  r>  ..  „  . 

318 

38J 

97*2 

364 

16-5 

5  '  6  ..  . 

380 

41 1 

106-0 

404 

18-2 

0— "7  . 

106 

43  i 

110-5 

434 

19-6 

7—8  „  . . . 

21 

45| 

115-5 

454 

20-7 

8-1)  „  . 

382 

494 

125-7 

54 

24-5 

11  12 

18 

54 

137-2 

684 

31-1 

12-13 

421 

55| 

140-9 

744 

33-9 

13-14  „  „  . 

52 

57 

144-8 

80 

36-3 

14 — 15  ,,  ,,  . 

1 

58 

147-3 

88 

39-9 

GIRLS. 

3 —  4  years  of  age . 

118 

374 

95-2 

33 

15-0 

4—  5  ,,  . 

303 

41* 

104-8 

35 

15-9 

5  i)  >  >  . 

354 

40 1 

103-5 

374 

17-1 

0—  7  „  „  . 

94 

434 

110-5 

414 

18-7 

7—8  ,  „  . 

26 

45  f 

116-2 

454 

20-5 

8—  9  „  . 

424 

48 

121-9 

52 

23-6 

U-12  ,  „  . 

17 

534 

135-3 

66 

29-9 

12-13  „  „  . 

427 

56 

142-3 

754 

34-1 

13—14  „  „  . 

58 

56f 

144-1 

784 

35-6 

14-15  „  „  . 

1 

63 

160-0 

107 

48-5 

COMBINED 

RURAL  DISTRICTS  : 

BOYS. 

3 — -  4  years  of  age . 

202 

374 

95-2 

334 

15-3 

4—  5  „  „  . 

483 

40 

101-6 

37 

16-8 

5 —  6  ,,  ,,  . 

715 

42f 

108-6 

40  4 

18-5 

0—  7  ..  „  . 

337 

44 

111-8 

43  4 

19-8 

7—  8  „  ,,  . 

61 

46 

116-8 

464 

21-1 

8— 9  „  „  . 

711 

48  f 

123-8 

534 

24-1 

11 — 12  „  „  . 

27 

534 

135-3 

664 

30-3 

12-13 

656 

564 

142-9 

74  4 

33-9 

13—14 

166 

57 

144-8 

804 

36-4 

14  15  ,,  ,,  . 

7 

60  f 

154-3 

924 

41-9 

GIRLS. 

3  —  4  years  of  age . 

171 

374 

95-2 

324 

14-8 

4  5  ,,  ,,  . 

394 

39  f 

100-9 

35 

15-9 

5 —  6  „  ,,  . 

690 

41 1 

106-0 

39 

17-7 

6 —  7  ,,  „  . 

280 

43| 

111-1 

414 

18-9 

7—  8  „  „  . 

63 

46 

116-8 

464 

21-1 

8—  9  „  „  . 

636 

48 

121-9 

514 

23-2 

9—10  „  „  . 

1 

52 

132-1 

54 

24-5 

11—12  „  „  . 

32 

544 

138-4 

674 

30-7 

12—13  „  „  . 

610 

564 

144-1 

77 

34-9 

13—14  „  „  . 

195 

584 

148-6 

834 

37-9 

14—15  „  . 

11 

604 

153-1 

93 

42-2 

10086 

TABLE  VIII. — Secondary  Schools. 


f 

NO. 

EXAM¬ 

INED. 

AVERAGE  HEIGHT 

AVERAGE 

WEIGHT 

AGES. 

English 

(inches) 

Metric 

(centimetres) 

English 

(lbs.) 

Metric 

(Kilos) 

BOYS. 

7 —  8  years  of 

age . 

1 

52 

132-1 

64 

29-0 

8—  9 

)>  . . . . 

3 

484 

123-8 

564 

25-6 

9  -10 

ft  •••  . 

3 

514 

130-8 

584 

26-6 

10  -11 

tt  '  '  . . 

13 

524 

132-7 

624 

28-4 

11—12 

tt  . . 

11 

54 1 

139-1 

68 

30-8 

12-13  „ 

ft  . . 

18 

564 

142-9 

734 

33-3 

13—14 

tt  . 

7 

58 1 

148-6 

80 

36-3 

14—15 

1 1  •••••••••••• 

5 

60 

152-4 

924 

41-9 

15—16 

r  t  . . 

4 

63  4 

161-9 

974 

44-1 

16—17 

ft  •••••••••••• 

3 

644 

163-2 

1144 

51-8 

GIRLS. 

6  —  7  years  of 

age . 

2 

45 

114-3 

441 

20-2 

8 —  9 

13 

49  4 

126-3 

54  5 

4 

24-8 

9  -10 

tt  ••••••••#»•• 

16 

52| 

134-0 

64 

29-0 

10—11 

tt  •••••••»#••• 

21 

53  £ 

135-9 

66 

29-9 

H—12 

it  #••••••••••• 

34 

564 

142-9 

751 

34-2 

12-13 

35 

55 

140-9 

82  \ 

37-4 

13 — 14 

tt  •••••••••••• 

15 

60  4 

153-7 

88 

39-9 

14—15 

tt  •••••••••••• 

9 

1)84 

148-6 

89 

40-3 

15—16 

tt  . »*•••• 

5 

60 

152-4 

94} 

43-0 

17—18 

tt  •#•••••••••• 

1 

219 

66 

167-7 

131 

59-4 
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